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Review of the work of the TCs
The TC Chairmen’s reports were presented as follows:
TC12
TC20
TC26
TC31
TC32
TC38
TC39
TC43
TC44
TC45
TC46
TC47
TC48
TC49

1.1

Mr. Elzinga
Mr. Elzinga
Mr. Sebestyen
Mr. Neumann
Mr. Sebestyen / Mr. Elzinga
Mr. Elzinga
Mr. Neumann
Mr. Sebestyen
Mr. Sebestyen
Mrs. Valet-Harper
Mr. Sebestyen
Mr. Elzinga
Mr. Elzinga
Mr. Sebestyen

TC12 – Product safety
See report: TC12/08/009,
Mr. Elzinga reported that TC12 did not meet since their October 2007 meeting in Boulder,
CA where the chair, Mr. Gasse retired.
A small editors group has prepared draft TR that explains the Hazard Based Safety (HBS)
principles. This TR is for Engineers who are familiar with the current technology specific
standards and it facilitates correct application of the HBS standard that is based upon
ECMA-287.
This TR is the main subject on the agenda (2008/007) for the face to face Brussels venue
(2008/004) on 2 and 3 June 2008. Another important agenda item calls TC12 to fill the
vacant chair position.
The 6-7 October meeting in Ginza intends to finalise both the Guidance and Application
TRs for December 2008 approval.
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1.6.6

Ecma TC38-TG3 “Environmental Declarations” (ECMA-370)
TG3 is developing ECMA-370 for global applicability and to harmonise as much as
possible with IEEE 1680 for e.g. EPEAT usage (IEEE 1680 WG invited Ecma
representative, TG3 is preparing a liaison statement).
TG3 posted the first draft for comments and plans for December 2008 GA approval.

1.6.7

Openness
TC38 is finalising a strategy and communication slide-set to entice broader participation
to and ease communication with its partners including in IEC, ISO/IEC JTC1, IEEE,
JBMIA etc. for publication on the public web site.

1.6.8

Next meetings
TC38 meeting #

1.6.9

On

Possibly In

TC38-42

4-5 September 2008

Berlin

TC38-43

25-26 March 2009

Japan

Votes
The CC recommends to adopt:
rd

− The 3 edition of ECMA-341: Environmental design considerations for ICT & CE
products (GA/08/064 – TC38/08/021)
The CC recommends to adopt the following draft new standard:
− Measuring Energy Consumption, Performance and Capabilities of ICT and CE
Products (GA/08/063 – TC38/08/019)

1.7

TC39 – ECMAScript
See report: TC39/08/011.
Mr. Neumann has reported about TC39:

1.7.1

1.7.2

General
The officers of TC39 “Ecmascript” in 2008 are:
Chairman:

Mr. J. Neumann (Adobe/Microsoft)

Vice Chairman:

open

Meetings held
1st Meeting held 24-25th January in Mountain View, CA
2nd Meeting held 27th-28th March in Mountain View, CA
3rd Meeting held 17th-18th April in Newton, Ma

1.7.3

Programme of Work
TC39 is a very active committee, meeting monthly, and conducting phone teleconferences
almost weekly (as schedules permit).
There are two active projects; as a workable compromise among the group Ecmascript
Edition 3.1 and Ecmascript Edition 4 are developed. It is intended that both projects will
result in new Ecma standards in the December 2008 time frame. It is currently expected
that both versions will be published as editions of ECMA-262, with subsequent Fast Track
of both standards (Edition 3.1 as edition of ISO/IEC 16262) and Edition 4 as probably new
ISO/IEC numbered standard in order to differentiate between them in International venue.
Ecmascript Edition 3.1 is intended to be a gradual evolution of current Ecmascript
Edition 3. It will correct know errors in the current standard and add a subset of planned
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features from Ecmascript Edition 4. The purpose of this is to allow some browser vendors
the opportunity to gain some enhancements without the need to support the full set of
changes in Edition 4.
Ecmascript Edition 4, on the other hand, represents significant change from the current
Edition 3, and more change than some vendors want at this time. There is significant
support in the committee for this edition of the standard, and it is anticipated that it will be
widely implemented in the browser industry.
The committee is working together now to ensure that Edition 3.1 is truly a subset of
edition 4, using the same Reference Implementation to confirm both editions.
The current plan is to produce first drafts for the May meetings, followed by a revised
version in July and final version in September. It remains to be seen if both projects can
meet the ambitious schedule.
1.7.4

Documents to be submitted for approval by the General Assembly in June
2008 and for submission to JTC 1 for fast-track processing.
None

1.7.5

Future meetings
4th meeting

San Francisco

29th – 30th May 2008

5th meeting

Oslo

23rd – 25th July 2008

6th meeting

Redmond, WA

24th – 25th September 2008

The CC has expressed satisfaction that the new TC39 works well within the new setting
and that the rules of Ecma are much better followed. Some doubt has been expressed
whether the parallel Editions 3.1 and 4 will not cause some confusion especially for the
ISO fast track process. Mr. Sebestyen explained that – as result of the wish by its
members - also TC43 keeps two Editions of the U3D Ecma standard alive. Similarly the
ITU-T is using for certain cases parallel versions in some of its standards (e.g. H.323,
H.225, …). These versions are kept alive in parallel as long as the Industry needs those,
and then the older versions are gradually withdrawn. Of course in each of the standards
an identification mechanism about the concrete version number is always implemented.
This is a compromise solution that not all in the Industry have to implement the very latest
approved version of a standard, but all are still implementing a standard, and upward
compatibility is still provided. Mr. Neumann promised that he will look with Tc39 into the
matter again.

1.8

TC43 – Universal 3D (U3D)
See report: TC43/08/001.
On behalf of Mr. Thamm, the TC43 Chair, Mr. Sebestyen gave the verbal report:

1.8.1

Officers
Co-Chairman: Mr. Terrence McGowan, Boeing
Co-Chairman: Mr. Tom-Michael Thamm, mental images
Vice-Chairman: Mr. Michael Kaplan, Adobe

1.8.2

Meetings associated topics discussed:
• February 11th &12th 2008 TC 43 kickoff meeting for 2008
A meeting of the members of TC43 resolved to bring additional enhancements to the
U3D standard which includes the support of subdivision surfaces, improved
compression and an embedded materials shader library. Boeing and Mental Images
have agreed to drive these enhancements in fiscal year 2008.
•

March, 5th 2008 ISO TC 184/SC 4 Meeting Louisville, KY.
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