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Minutes of the: 103rd meeting of the Ecma General Assembly 

held in: Vienna, Austria 

on: 25 June 2012 
 

President: Ms Auber (HP) 

Secretary: Dr. Sebestyen (SG Ecma International) 

Attending: Mr. Brookes (Sony), Mr. Elzinga (Ecma International), Dr. Hammer (Siemens 
Enterprise Networks), Mr. McAllister (Adobe), Mr. Y. Nagai (Hitachi), 
Mrs. Porath (Intel), Ms Valet-Harper (Microsoft), Mr. Yamashita (Hitachi). 

Apologies: Mr. Bisson (Nvidia), Dr. Friedrich (IBM), Mr. Hasebe (Toshiba), 
Mr. Horwat (Google), Mr. Lakhanpal (AMD), Mr. Matsumura (Fujitsu), 
Mr. Murata (Canon), Mr. Nohnishi (Konica-Minolta), Mr. Sweeney (Yahoo). 

1 Opening 
Ms Auber, President of Ecma, opened at 09:00 the 103rd General Assembly meeting and 
welcomed all attendees.  

2 Call for Representatives (GA/12/056) 
Dr. Sebestyen proceeded to the call of the Ordinary Member Companies’ representatives, 
present or represented by Proxy to the SG. 

9 out of 15 Voting Intentions Forms (GA/12/056) have been returned. 

15 out of 15 Ordinary Member Companies were represented: 

Adobe Mr. McAllister 
AMD Mr. Lakhanpal– Voting intentions 
Canon Mr. Murata – Voting intentions 
Fujitsu Mr. Matsumura – Voting intentions 
Google Mr. Horwat – Voting intentions 
Hewlett Packard Ms Auber 
Hitachi Mr. Yamashita – Voting intentions 
IBM Dr. Friedrich 
Intel Mrs. Porath 
Konica Minolta Mr. Nohnishi – Voting intentions 
Microsoft Ms Valet-Harper 
Nvidia Mr. Bisson – Voting intentions 
Sony Mr. Brookes 
Toshiba Mr. Hasebe – Voting intentions 
Yahoo Mr. Sweeney – Voting intentions 

Dr. Sebestyen has informed the GA, that unfortunately Dr. Friedrich had to cancel its 
participation at the GA, due to an accident in the last minute. Also, due to the accident no 
Voting Intention Form from IBM was returned. The GA wished Dr. Friedrich a speedy recovery 
and good health. 

Dr. Sebestyen then asked all delegates to introduce themselves. 
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7.6.1 Vote on: 
ECMA-393 2nd edition: ProxZzzy™ for sleeping hosts (GA/12/037 – TC38/12/012) 

In favour: 15 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  none 

This Standard will be published as ECMA-393 2nd edition. 

7.7 TC39 – ECMAScript 
Activity report: TC39/12/021. 

Ms Valet-Harper reported about the activities of TC39.  

No standard approval at this meeting. 

Very active, very strong TC with lot of meetings, lot of activities. One main current work is 
on the internationalization of ECMAScript, which is a bit delayed, but it will be finished and 
approved at the December 2012 GA. Then the standard will be submitted to JTC 1 for fast-
track. 

The work on completing the 262 Test suite is progressing well. This work has triggered for 
the need of the extension of the TC39 Software Copyright Policy. This task has been picked 
up by the IPR Ad-hoc Group under the leadership of Ms Auber. The work is on the 
proposed extension of the TC39 Software Copyright Policy to allow software contributions 
from non Ecma members as well. Another topic that emerged recently is a possible RF 
option for the patent policy, where the TC could declare from the very beginning of a project 
that the aim of the standardization is a RF standard. This seems to be useful for specific 
subjects where the market expects a RF standard (like “base web standards”). 

Dr. Sebestyen added that TC39 has also started a new project on parallel processing of the 
ECMAScript language. Intel has made in March 2012 such a contribution to TC39. The 
project was welcomed by TC39, but at that point in time it was not clear what the standard 
would be (a next version of ECMA-262 or a separate standard). He also mentioned that 
TC39 had recent contacts with ITU-T SG16 who have used a stripped-down version of 
ECMAScript for set-top box standardization. TC39 was not in favour of such technical 
solution because they would have preferred the use of a full ECMA-262, which should be 
possible today. Perhaps in a next version of the standard that could be achieved. He also 
mentioned that he recently talked with some JTC 1 SC 29 members who expressed interest 
in using ECMAScript for multi-media codecs (e.g. in web applications). So it appears to him 
that also new application oriented groups find interest in using ECMAScript. 

Ms Auber noted that it is TC39 members who decide in practice about the strategy of the 
ECMAScript language. However, if Ecma also wants to be open to ECMAScript applications 
(e.g. with new TC and TGs) then we would need for that a different set of people with 
another expertise. They have to be both experienced in ECMAScript and the application 
area in question. But this is a good opportunity for Ecma. 

Mr. McAllister agreed saying that ECMAScript (i.e. JavaScript) has one of the largest user 
communities on the net, and ECMAScript has a good potential to attract such new user 
communities for standardization outside of the core ECMAScript standard. 

The GA noted that this issue should be kept in mind when planning for future Ecma 
standardization activities. 

Then – on the question of the Editor of the ECMAScript Internationalization standard - there 
was a discussion if in an Ecma standard major contributing people could be listed on the 
informal part of the standard if they wanted to be, or not. It has been suggested that we 
should look into the past and current practice of Ecma and other SDOs on the matter. It was 
then decided that the CC should investigate the matter: a) concrete recognition of 
people listed in the Ecma standard / technical report and b) a general way of 



 

6 

recognition of key experts in an Ecma standard / technical report. We should both look 
what are the benefits for Ecma and what for the members of such a recognition. 

7.8 TC43 – Universal 3D (U3D) 
Activity report: TC43/12/001. 

Dr. Sebestyen reported about the work of TC43.  

The group is in a dormant stage, the standard itself is still very popular. Finally we had email 
contacts with TC184/SC 4. The SC 4 Chair wrote that they had some internal difficulties 
lately, but finally now the “harvesting progress” is starting within SC 4. By doing this the 
SC 4 Chair very much counts on the support of the former TC43 Chair, Mr. McGovern, from 
Boeing, who is active in SC 4, and who of course is also very familiar with TC43. 

Ms Auber also mentioned that maybe from her company there will be a request for a file 
format on 3D. At the moment the subject is under investigation. In that case a link to 
TC184/SC 4 might be very useful. 

So, TC43 stays dormant, but with some hope of getting reactivated. 

7.9 TC45 – Office Open XML Formats 
Activity report: TC45/12/002. 

Ms Valet-Harper reported about the work of TC45. 

TC45 is not fast-tracking with JTC 1 SC 34, but synchronized approvals in both bodies. 
Good co-operation. TC45 is sending good size delegations into SC 34 meetings. The 
maintenance is still going on a reasonable pace, there are at the moment 34 defect reports 
that are being processed, but some of them are clarifications. There are also proposals for 
new features, but also for redoing certain things. Such proposals come especially from 
Japan. There is also some discussion in SC 34 about their business plan. There is a 
proposal for “modernization” of Part 3, OPC (Open Packaging Convention). This will have 
also impact on the TC46 standard OpenXPS, which is using OPC. There is a liaison with 
TC46 on that topic. 

No new approval at this GA. 

7.10 TC46 – XML Paper Specification (XPS) 
Activity report: TC46/12/003. 

Ms Valet-Harper reported about the work of TC46. 

Currently in the industry the focus is on the implementation of the Ecma standard OpenXPS 
Edition 1 in products. Therefore interoperability testing of such implementations is important, 
but it is taking place outside of TC46, with the involvement of TC46 member companies. 
May be there will be some feed back from that into the standards process. There will be a 
next edition of the standard in 2013, when the OPC gets changed, plus the maintained 
edition of JPEG XR will be included. Liaison with TC45 and SC 29 WG1 is going on. 

Thus no approval at this GA. 

7.11 TC47 – Near Field Communications 
Activity report: TC47/12/029-Rev2. 

Ms Valet-Harper gave a report about the TC47 activities. 

After successful fast-track to JTC 1 now harmonization with the JTC 1 standard has to been 
done. 

Maybe there will be a follow-up project using NFC in railway payment applications, which 
would be an application specific development. 

Ms Auber reminded that communication with the NFC Forum is very important for TC47. 
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7.13.2 Vote on: 
ECMA TR/84 6th edition: Common Language Infrastructure (CLI) - Information Derived 
from Partition IV XML File (GA/12/042 – TC49/12/003) 

In favour: 15 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  none 

This Standard will be published as ECMA TR/84 6th edition. 

7.14 TC50 – Close Proximity Electric Induction Data Transfer 
Activity report: TC50/12/004.  

Ms Valet-Harper reported about TC50 work. 

The fast-track to JTC 1 is finished. Ecma also offered to be the registration authority for the 
standard ISO/IEC 17569 (ECMA-399). We got from ITTF a contract for a registration 
authority. It is, however, rather complicated and not really suitable for Ecma and the final 
contract will be discussed by the Ecma Secretariat with ITTF in August. One idea is that to 
have a sort of framework agreement with ITTF for all future Registration Authority activities. 
So for the time being the contract has not been accepted by Ecma. The standard is not yet 
published as ISO/IEC standard. 

8 Other CC/Technical activities (GA/12/048) 
8.1 Update of Ecma Policy for TC39 on Submission, Inclusion and 

Licensing of Software (GA/12/054, GA/12/057) 
Ms Auber gave an introduction to the topic. TC39 requested last year an extension of the 
TC39 Software Copyright Policy (this was also extensively reported in the minutes of the 
December 2011 GA – GA/11/144). To deal with the request early 2012 the Ecma IPR Adhoc 
Group was revitalized. The participation in the Adhoc Group was open: CC members, 
interested Ecma Members, TC39 representatives do regularly participate in the work. Up to 
the Vienna GA 5 conference calls were held, and the work is continuing after the GA. 
Besides the original request for the extension of the TC39 Software Copyright policy, some 
Ecma members from TC39 have also proposed that the IPR Adhoc should look into the 
possibility of adding an optional mode into the Ecma Patent Policy to support the 
development of Royalty Free (RF) Ecma standards. The argument was that currently TC39 
develops Base Web standards, where RF regime is expected. However the current Ecma 
Patent Policy only guarantees RAND standards. It also allows RF declarations, but that itself 
is not sufficient that the entire standardization project will produce RF standards. The IPR 
Adhoc Group has agreed to work on that subject as well. 

Several documents have been submitted on the above subjects to the GA. 

The Adhoc Group has submitted the “Update TC39 Software Copyright Policy (GA/12/054)” 
(Version 2). On the content of this document during the last Adhoc Group meeting there was 
full agreement on the document, however, unfortunately not all persons who had interest in 
the subject could participate in the last conference call. Ms Auber listed the changes that 
could be made so far but also admitted that not all the TC39 request could be addressed 
yet. She added that the changes made so far are urgently needed by TC39. However, since 
the policy is still experimental, further changes, improvements are possible – even in short 
term. She then also explained the current different opinions in the text on Exhibit A and 
Attachment 1. 

Ms Auber, as HP representative said, that they believe that the for the Version 2.0 
proposed Software Policy text is fine as long as there is no RF extension of the Patent 
Policy. However, should the RF patent policy option be approved the Software Copyright 
policy text would become problematic. Therefore she requested that when 8.1.2 vote for 
requesting a Postal Ballot comes up (on the RF extension of the Patent Policy for TC39) at 
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the same time there should also be a postal ballot for a new update of the TC39 Software 
copyright policy. HP believes that on the Exhibit A and Attachment 1 text the two policies 
should be brought into harmony. 

Dr. Sebestyen then read out Google’s Note to the Voting Intension why they vote negatively 
on 8.1.1:  

“Our explanation of NO vote on 9.1 (Voting Intension Form) is below. Please contact Scott 
Peterson or Ross Dreyer with any questions. 

Our objection concerns a pair of sentences that have been added, one above each of the 
two instances of the BSD license in Exhibit A and in Attachment 1 ("No patent license ... "). 
The added sentences are of ambiguous significance. It could either be (i) Ecma advice on 
the meaning of the BSD license or (ii) a modification· of the BSD license terms. If it is Ecma 
advice, Ecma ought not to be providing such legal advice. If it is a modification of the BSD 
terms, the result could be misleading as the license terms are represented by Ecma as 
being the well-known BSD terms, which do not include the patent provision that Ecma has 
added. This issue was addressed when the policy was drafted several years ago by a 
carefully worded preamble to the BSD license, which does not purport to alter that license. 

These two sentences are unrelated to the changes that have been made elsewhere in the 
document. We would have no objection to the adoption of the document without the addition 
of these sentences. 

To emphasize, we would vote YES if those two sentences were struck.” 

Ms Auber said that the discussion will continue among the members and hopes that 
consensus will be achieved on the later versions. 

After some further discussion the GA went to vote: 

8.1.1 Vote on: 
Update TC39 Software Copyright Policy (GA/12/054) 

In favour: 13 
Against:  1 (Google) 
Abstain:  1 (NVIDIA) 

Approved by simple majority. This new policy will be updated on the Ecma website right 
after the GA. 

8.1.2 Vote on: 
Request for postal ballot on a possible further update of the TC39 Software Copyright 
Policy at the time of a possible postal ballot on the TC39 RF extension of the Patent 
Policy 

In favour: 9 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  6 (AMD, Google, IBM, Konica Minolta, NVIDIA, Toshiba) 

Approved by simple majority. 

8.2 Discussion on Royalty Free Ecma Policy for TC39 (GA/12/058, 
GA/12/059) 
Ms Auber gave a summary of the proposal and the status of work by the IPR Adhoc Group. 
The work is not finished yet, therefore the GA cannot vote on a finished text. She requested, 
however, that in case the IPR Committee finishes its work between now and the next GA, 
the GA authorizes a postal ballot. 

She also said that until such a policy is approved, the IPR Group felt that the GA should call 
upon current TC39 and Ecma members that they are encouraged to submit - on a voluntary 
basis - for the current TC39 work RF statements, provided they claim to have such patents. 
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8.2.1 Vote on: 
Request for postal ballot on a possible postal ballot on the TC39 RF extension of the 
Patent Policy (GA/12/058) 

In favour: 14 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  1 (NVIDIA) 

Approved by simple majority. 

8.2.2 Vote on: 
Request for TC39 RF Patent Declarations on ongoing TC39 projects (GA/12/059) 

In favour: 14 
Against:  none 
Abstain:  1 (NVIDIA) 

Approved by simple majority. 

8.3 Status of possible new work areas (GA/12/064) 
Dr. Sebestyen presented GA/12/064. There are a few changes to the presentation made on 
this topic to the CC in April.  

We have now an agreement with EPFL to postpone the STAR workshop for January 2013. 
This would be linked in time with the ITU-T SG16 meeting and the ISO/IEC JTC 1 SC 29 
MPEG meeting. The preparations for the workshop should start right after the summer. We 
agreed on a preparatory meeting at EPFL on August 27, 2012. The program committee will 
also be reactivated. This time we shall not postpone the event anymore. 

Dr. Sebestyen said that now we are also in talks about a +D Audio / Sound project that 
would nicely fit to 3D Video and U3D. All those media components seem nicely fit into TC32, 
which is ending some of its classical projects around Voip, corporate networks, etc. 

Then the GA discussed the matter of new work. There was general agreement that it is 
crucial for Ecma to start new projects.  

Ms Auber said that in her opinion the application areas around ECMAscript look most 
promising for new work and new members. Also the enhancement of TC32 with 3D 
components seems to be interesting new features. The main message is that we should try 
to link the new projects to existing Ecma work. To go after completely new areas is difficult, 
one immediately runs into competition with other SDOs and Fora. 

GA members are requested to look in their companies for standardization topics that would 
fit well to Ecma. 

9 Co-operation with other Organizations 
9.1 ISO/IEC JTC 1 (GA/12/013) 

Ms Auber reported about the most important Resolutions of the last (February 2012) 
meeting of the SWG on Directives. In the Directives, Annex F is the part dealing with fast-
track. The flow chart prepared is positive for Ecma. There is a letter ballot going on about 
Meeting Fees.  

There is a new document - on the changes to be introduced from July 1, 2012 - published by 
JTC 1 (N11110) which – because of its importance - is also published as a GA document 
(GA/12/065). Two important changes for the fast-track:  

1) DIS ballot used to be 5 months. Now 3 months + 2 months for translations. So, if no 
translations, the process could become faster. But all JTC 1 member bodies have to agree 
on that. However, some countries may object for practical reasons.  


