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Minutes of the:

104th meeting of the Ecma General Assembly

held in:

Sapporo, Japan

on:

12 December 2012

President:

Ms Auber (HP)

Secretary:

Dr. Sebestyen (SG Ecma International)

Attending:

Mr. Elzinga (Ecma International), Mr. Enomoto (IBM), Mr. McAllister (Adobe),
Mr. Matsumura (Fujitsu), Mr. Ohsawa (Toshiba), Mr. Takayama (Sony),
Mr. Takei (Intel), Ms Valet-Harper (Microsoft), Mr. Yamashita (Hitachi), Mr. Nagai
(Hitachi), Mr. Namikawa (Hitachi), Mr. Okanishi (Sony), Mr. Sugaya (UEC),
Mr. Hansen (Millenniata, guest), Mr. Worthington (Millenniata, guest).

Apologies:

Mr. Crockford (eBay), Dr. Friedrich (IBM), Mr. Nohnishi (Konica Minolta), Mr. Murata
(Canon), Mr. Horwat (Google), Mr. Bisson (Nvidia)
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Opening
th

Ms Auber, President of Ecma, opened at 09:00 the 104 General Assembly meeting and
welcomed all attendees to snowy Sapporo, Japan. On behalf of the host companies (Hitachi,
Sony, Toshiba) Mr. Yamashita greeted the delegates and explained the meeting logistics
(Ecma/GA/2012/107 “Venue for the 104th General Assembly, Sapporo, December 2012”).
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Call for Representatives (GA/12/118)
Dr. Sebestyen proceeded to the call of the Ordinary Member Companies’ representatives,
present or represented by Proxy to the SG.
6 out of 16 Voting Intentions Forms (GA/12/118) have been returned.
16 out of 16 Ordinary Member Companies were represented:
Adobe
AMD
Canon
Ebay
Fujitsu
Google
Hewlett Packard
Hitachi
IBM
Intel
Konica Minolta
Microsoft
Nvidia
Sony
Toshiba
Yahoo

Mr. McAllister
Nothing returned, default proxy to the SG
Voting intentions
Voting intentions
Mr. Matsumura
Voting intentions
Ms Auber
Mr. Yamashita
Mr. Enomoto
Mr. Takei
Voting intentions
Ms Valet-Harper
Voting intentions
Mr. Takayama
Mr. Ohsawa
Nothing returned, default proxy to the SG

Ms. Auber then asked all delegates to introduce themselves.
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There will be a TC31 meeting on December 13, 2012 in Sapporo (Ecma/GA/2012/112-Rev1
th
Agenda for the 95 meeting of TC31, Sapporo, December 2012 (Rev. 1)). There will be
some new projects in TC31, such as the extension of ECMA-396 (“lifetime expectancy”) with
Blue-Ray disks.
Another proposal that recently came in into TC31:
Ecma/GA/2012/131 Project proposal on disk cassette & parallel write/read disk format for 5
disks sponsored by Hitachi, Pioneer, the University of Electro-Communications and Toshiba.
There will also be a project involving long-term archival via optical media (M-Disk): There is
definitely a requirement to extend ECMA-396 to cover long-term archival testing as well, but
may be also for the M-Disk media. According to Millenniata the latter is not decided yet.

7.5

TC32 – Multimedia Coding and Communications
Activity report: TC32/12/013-Rev1.
TC32 is changing its character. Most projects (mainly PBX, CSTA, QSIG, Voice over IP
focused…) have come to their end, and only maintenance remaines.
There are new projects in pipeline:
a) Next week there will be the first meeting of TG22 (Multidimensional Audio) in Paris
(hosted by France Television). Applications include: Broadcast of 3D streaming, gaming,
surveillance, mobile applications, etc.). The group is still small, and Ecma members are
requested to consider participation in the work.
b) The preparation of the 3DVideo project has been completed, but the project itself has
not started yet.
c) Some progress also on the Multimedia Test Sequence project where liaison to the COST
Qualinet project has been made.

7.6

TC38 – Product-related Environmental Attributes
Activity report: TC38/12/021-Rev1.
Mr. Namikawa gave a brief report about the work of TC38. He went through all the TGs
under TC38.
On TG7 (on Video Conferencing profile) the TC32 and the TC38 Chairs have to talk how to
broaden members’ participation in the project.
No approval of standards this time.
Ms. Auber asked about the JTC 1/SC 39 support by TC38 and by the Green Grid. Answer:
It is not decided yet if the future Ecma standard will be fast tracked to SC 39 or not. The GA
had no further questions on TC38.

7.7

TC39 – ECMAScript
Activity report: TC39/12/067.
Ms. Valet-Harper reported:
Regular bi-monthly face-to-face meetings are held, last in November 2012
(Ecma/GA/2012/109-Rev4 Agenda for the 31st meeting of TC39, San Jose, November
2012 (Rev. 4)).
The next Edition of ECMA-262 is on track, the approval is expected end of 2013 (or perhaps
st
1 half of 2014).
They have produced a New Standard on ECMAScript Internationalization API Specification
(GA/12/096 – TC39/12/073), which is up for approval at this GA. No fast-track is planned for
nd
this Edition. Work on the 2 Edition has started.
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TC39 had lot of interaction with the CC and the IPR Ad-hoc Group on a possible
experimental RF extension of the Ecma Patent policy.
TC39 developed a large set of test sequences both for ES 5 and also some for the
Internationalization testing (that is going to be approved in the June 2013 GA).
Mr. Sebestyen reported that the EC has selected ECMAScript as one of the experiments to
implement their new policy (see Ecma/GA/2012/127 “Regulation (EU) No 1025/2012 of the
European Parliament and of the Council of 25 October 2012”). That would allow to put
ECMAScript on a EU list, that would also be used for public procurement. He has been in
contacts with the EC (Ms. Martina Sindelar) on how to fill in the relevant forms. The bulk of
the ECMAScript standard (ECMA-262) does not fall under this, because that is also a
ISO/IEC JTC1 standard. But the new new Internationalization standard (ECMA-402) and the
Test262 TR (TR/102) might fall into this category.
7.7.1

Vote on:
New Standard on ECMAScript Internationalization API Specification (GA/12/096 –
TC39/12/073)
In favour: 16 - unanimous
Against: none
Abstain: none
This Standard will be published as ECMA-402 1

7.8

st

edition.

TC43 – Universal 3D (U3D)
Activity report: TC43/12/002.
It has been a long plan that ISO TC 184/SC 4 group plans to perform a "harvesting" of U3D.
Mr. Howard Mason (Chair of TC 184/SC 4) has informed us on November 21, 2012 that in
ISO TC 184/SC 4 two ballots (NWI/PAS) in parallel have started (one to formally approve
the New Work Item and one to adopt the actual document). Both ballots will close on 23
February, 2013.
So the approved standard will be: ISO/PAS Publicly Available Specification which is a
normative document representing the consensus within SC4 working group.
Acceptance of the document requires approval by a simple majority of the P-members of the
TC 184/SC 4.
An ISO PAS shall be reviewed at least every three years to decide either to confirm the PAS
for a further three years, revise the PAS, process the PAS further to become either a
technical specification or an International Standard, or to withdraw the PAS. After six years,
a PAS shall either be converted into an International Standard or be withdrawn.
Taken into account that ECMA-373 4th Edition is already more than 5 years old, this seems
to be an acceptable solution, and will add to the Ecma standard label for ECMA-363.

7.9

TC45 – Office Open XML Formats
Activity report: TC45/12/011.
th

Ms. Valet-Harper said that the maintenance results now in the 4 Edition of the ECMA-376
standards. The JTC 1 and the Ecma standards are kept in synchronization between
JTC 1/SC 34 and TC45 but with strong support of Ecma TC45.
Some further maintenance is still expected, but only editorial.
Some new work on dates will be done in the future.
7.9.1

Vote on:
ECMA-376 4th edition: Office Open XML File Formats (GA/12/097 – TC45/12/006-009)
In favour: 15
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Against:
Abstain:

none
1 (IBM)

This Standard will be published as ECMA-376 4

7.10

th

edition.

TC46 – XML Paper Specification (XPS)
Activity report: TC46/12/009.
Ms. Valet-Harper said that finally the OpenXPS standard is being implemented in various
products. As feedback from implementations there might be a need for maintenance of
nd
ECMA-388. Also some smaller editorial items are waiting for a publication in a 2 Edition of
the ECMA-388 standard. This is going to be done next year. It is not decided if TC46 wants
to go for a fast track to JTC 1. Several members think that it is good as it is now.

7.11

TC47 – Near Field Communications
Activity report: TC47/12/050.
Small group, no new standard for approval. Collaboration with JTC 1/SC 6 is going on.
Mr. Elzinga said that he is trying with some Japanese companies to get on with a new
project on “access systems” where NFC is part of it.
On NFC Security maybe there will be some input (White paper) from the JTC 1/SC 6 China
NB (Mirror committee on SC 6), which is an unusual constellation as Ecma accepts
contributions usually from its members and its liaison. On the question of Ms. Auber he
replied that currently the critical mass is not there for a new work but this has to be built up
gradually. Ecma members are invited to participate in such work.

7.12

TC48 – High Rate Short Range Wireless Communications
Activity report: TC48/12/003.
Dormant group. Nothing to report.

7.13

TC49 – Programming Languages
Activity report: TC49/12/005.
Small but active group.
On Eiffel, no Edition of the standard for this GA, but the new Edition will be finished in 2013.
TG2 – which is on hiatus right now - is considering to update the C# standard, because the
de-facto standard is currently out of synch (and out of date) with de-jure Ecma standard, and
some users have complained about this.

7.14

TC50 – Close Proximity Electric Induction Data Transfer
Activity report: TC50/12/005.
The fast-track of the standards to JTC 1 is finished, but still no ISO publication yet. Problem:
we only now have a solution on the Registration Authority that avoids signing complicated
legal arrangements between ISO and Ecma. The new solution keeps the Registration
Authority simple and practical and that will simply stay in Ecma, and only a normative
reference to the Ecma Registry will be made.

8

Other CC/Technical activities (GA/12/108)

8.1
8.1.1

Ecma policy matters
Ecma IPR Policy matters
Ms. Auber presented the work of the IPR Adhoc Group:
Software Copyright Policy: The initial task given to the IPR group was related to work
on the extension of the experimental TC39 software copyright policy, to allow non-Ecma
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contributions and the use of open-source software in TC39 standards. Not much progress
on that so far.
Royalty Free Policy extension of the Ecma patent policy: New requirement was
expressed by some Ecma members of TC39 for this. Such policy would only be
experimental and only limited to TC39. Lot of work and also much progress made, but the
work could not be completed for the December GA. We have agreement on all major
points in the group but further refinement of the policy is still needed, and also no final
codification of the policy text exists yet. We have also an update scope of TC39, and a
draft scope for the TC39 RF TG. The request of the group is to allow a postal vote should
the final draft of the policy extension be available in early 2013. Then the approval of a
RF TG in TC39 could be approved at the June 2013 GA. The pressure for approval of the
policy is not strong from the TC39 side, and there is more pressure that the new policy
should be easily implementable by TC39.
The GA then agreed to carry out the postal ballot on the experimental RF policy.

8.2
8.2.1
8.2.2

Possible new work areas
Ecma future work
Ecma/GA/2012/125

Status of possible new work areas, December 2012

Status of the effort on possible new Ecma projects
Ecma/GA/2012/125
Status of possible new work areas, December 2012
Mr. Sebestyen went through the presentation based on Ecma/GA/2012/125 “Status of
possible new work areas”. Most of them were already discussed in detail when the
presentations of the TC work made (see reporting above).
One of the ideas is to strengthen also TC39 activities by launching standardization of
applications that are using ECMAScript. Such a strengthening at the TC39 level is e.g. to
provide support for parallel processing of ECMAScript (a subject already discussed in
TC39), like for media coding, and what then application oriented groups may use. E.g.
ITU-T SG16 is using ECMAScript for multimedia streaming (over set top box). Similar
projects would also be welcome in Ecma.
In general, the situation regarding new projects is unchanged. The current level of efforts
is not enough. More help is needed from Ecma members to bring in new projects to
Ecma.

8.3

Ecma recognition matters
Ecma/GA/2012/123 Report from the Ecma Secretariat, December 2012
Mr. Sebestyen presented this topic based on the discussions that took place in the CC:
a)
Recognition of persons with significant contributions in making of an Ecma
standard
Such recognition has been done in the past in several different fashions. The only common
point is that it was always in the informative part of the standard / technical report.
Sometimes only the name was mentioned, sometimes names and affiliation, sometime only
the member company’s name was mentioned.
It was specified that the mentioning of the company is useful, because that is one way to
show both internally and externally that a company did useful work on an Ecma standard
and it got recognized for it.
It has been agreed by the CC:
•
If TCs requests, Ecma should permit the incorporation of names of contributors
(persons) in the Ecma standard in the informative part of the standard. This is a simple way
of giving credit to key contributors and is done in several other SDO and Fora as well. It is,
however, required that the contributors should agree to be listed.
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