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Recognition of major contributors of an  
Ecma Standard / Technical Report  

(Past Ecma practice) 

 
Source: I. Sebestyen 

Background: 

From the GA/2012/069 June 2012 GA Minutes: 

“Then – on the question of the Editor of the ECMAScript Internationalization standard - there 
was a discussion if in an Ecma standard major contributing people could be listed on the 
informal part of the standard if they wanted to be, or not. It has been suggested that we 
should look into the past and current practice of Ecma and other SDOs on the matter. It was 
then decided that the CC should investigate the matter: a) concrete recognition of 
people listed in the Ecma standard / technical report and b) a general way of 
recognition of key experts in an Ecma standard / technical report.  We should both look 
what are the benefits for Ecma and what for the members of such a recognition.”  

Findings: 

The Ecma Secretariat has looked into the matter and has found several past practices in Ecma. Some 
of them are incorporated below. 

The only common feature is that they are all in the informative parts of the standards / TR. 

Where fast-track to ISO was done, some were taken over by ISO unchanged, others were left out. 
E.g. in case of ECMA-357 the list of contributing people were left out from the ISO standard, but in 
case of ECMA-334 or ECMA-367 it was fully taken over. 

There are also cases when only one individual is mentioned, but not a team of contributors. 
Sometimes as key contributor, in other cases as dedication to a person. 

There are cases when only the name of contributing companies are mentioned (we should discuss 
that case separately). 

There is no formal regulation on this in By-laws, Rules etc. 

Proposals: 

• If TCs request Ecma should permit the incorporation of names of contributors 
(persons) in the Ecma standard in the informative part of the standard. This is a simple 
way of giving credit to contributors and is done in several other SDO and Fora as well.  

• Dedication to persons (e.g. who have passed away) should also be possible.  

• We should list names of contributors (under their explicit consent when feasible), 
and/or if they so desire their affiliation.  

• The above should be done in the “Introduction”. 
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