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Minutes of the 78th General Assembly
held in Mainz, on 16th - 17th December 1999

President: Mr. M. Bermange (Xerox)

Secretary: Mr. J. van den Beld (SG ECMA)

Attending: Mrs. Auber (HP), Mr. Bramhall (HP), Mr. Cowlishaw (IBM), Mr. Deese (Sony), Mr. Gass
(Alcatel), Mr. Gotoh (Hitachi), Mr. Hartmann (Siemens), Mr. Heil (Compaq), Mr. Hekimi
(Toshiba), Mrs. Higginbottom (HP), Mr. Hill (Sun), Mr. Hofmann (IBM), Ms. Horsnell (Sun),
Mr. Hughes (Fujitsu), Mr. Iwamoto (Toshiba), Mr. Kisor (Intel), Mr. Kondoh (Hitachi),
Mr. Lauri (ECMA), Mr. Lewis (Netscape), Mr. Matsui (Ricoh), Mr. Munden (Eastman Kodak),
Mr. Narita (Fujitsu), Mr. Nelson (Panasonic), Mr. Neriishi (Toshiba), Mr. van Noesel (Philips),
Mr. Norén (Ericsson), Mr. Ogawa (Sony), Mr. Otsuji (Pioneer), Mr. Robinson (EMC2/Data
General), Mr. Ryland (Microsoft), Mr. Spencer (Oki), Mr. Statt (Lucent & NCR), Mr. Theis
(Bosch Telecom), Mrs. Valet-Harper (Microsoft), Mr. Weijenbergh (Philips), Mr. Wheatley
(IBM).

1 Opening by the President
Mr. Bermange, President of ECMA, opened the 78th General Assembly meeting and welcomed all attendees, in
particular those attending for the first time.

A roll call was held.

2 Call of representatives (GA/99/122 REV. 2)
Mr. van den Beld proceeded to the call of the Ordinary Member Companies’ representatives, present or represented
by proxy.

23 out of 25 voting intention forms (GA/99/122 Rev. 2) have been returned.

25 out of 25 Ordinary Member Companies were represented:

Alcatel Mr. Gass
Bosch Telecom Mr. Theis
Compaq Mr. Heil
Dell Mr. Lauri (proxy Mr. Kearns)
Eastman Kodak Mr. Munden
Ericsson Mr. Norén
Fujitsu/ICL Mr. Narita
HP Mrs. Higginbottom
Hitachi Mr. Gotoh
IBM Mr. Hofmann
Intel Mr. Kisor
Lucent Mr. Statt
Microsoft Mr. Ryland
NCR Mr. Statt
NEC Voting intentions form
Netscape Mr. Lewis
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Oki Mr. Spencer
Panasonic (Matsushita) Mr. Nelson
Philips Mr. van Noesel
Pioneer Mr. Otsuji
Siemens Mr. Hartmann
Sony Mr. Ogawa
Sun Ms. Horsnell
Toshiba Mr. Neriishi
Xerox Mr. Bermange

3 Adoption of the agenda (GA/99/124 Rev. 3)
The agenda was adopted.

4 Minutes of the 77th GA meeting (GA/99/65)
The minutes were approved.

4.1 Matters arising from the Minutes not covered elsewhere
None.

5 Membership
5.1 Withdrawals

The following company has withdrawn from ECMA:

− Nortel (GA/99/132)

5.2 Expulsion
Legal action via Swiss Court in Geneva is continuing for the following company:

− Caleb (Kabool)

5.3 New members
5.3.1 ECRIX Corporation (GA/99/91)

ECRIX Corporation was unanimously elected as SME member.

5.3.2 ISLinkup (GA/99/123)
ISLinkup was unanimously elected as SME member.

5.4 Change of type of membership
The change of Eastman Kodak's type of membership from Ordinary member to Associate member was
unanimously approved (GA/99/130). The change will have effect from 1st January 2000.

6 Welcome on behalf of the City of Mainz
Mr. Peter Krawietz, Deputy-Mayor of the City of Mainz, extended a nice and humorous welcome to ECMA's
General Assembly meeting. He made reference to Gutenberg: the upcoming year 2000 will be used to celebrate
Gutenberg's year of birth in Mainz (around 1400), the enormous impact on society by Gutenberg's invention of the
art of printing (started in 1440 in Strasbourg and further developed in Mainz), the Gutenberg bibles, the Gutenberg
museum in Mainz, and the Gutenberg prize.

The speech was highly appreciated. The ECMA President thanked Mr. Krawietz by presenting him the ECMA CD-
ROM with Memento 1999 as another form of multimedia information.
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Abstain: 1 (Dell)

This Standard will be published as ECMA-271 (2nd Edition).

7.8.2 Vote on:
Draft Technical Report: 'ECMA Protection Profile - E-COFC Public Business Class'

In favour: 24
Against: none
Abstain: 1 (Dell)

This TR will be published as TR/78.

7.9 TC38 - Product-related Environmental Attributes
See report: TC38/99/45

7.10 TC39 - Scripting Languages
See report: TC39/99/16

7.10.1 Vote on:
Draft 3rd Edition of ECMA-262: 'ECMAScript Language Specification' (GA/99/111 - TC39/99/15).

In favour: 24
Against: none
Abstain: 1 (Dell)

This Standard will be published as ECMA-262 (3rd Edition).

The GA approved to submit ECMA-262 to ISO/IEC JTC 1 for adoption under the fast-track procedure to
replace the current edition of ISO/IEC 16262.

7.11 TC40 - Object Data Interfaces
No meeting, no report.

There are currently no activities in TC40. The GA approved to disband TC40.

7.12 TC41 - Platform-independent Computing Environments
See minutes of the 1st meeting: GA/99/119.

Mr. Wheatley, Chairman of TC41, shortly reported about what has happened in ECMA TC41 at their first
meeting (see GA/99/119) and afterwards. The action by the CC has been reported in GA/99/127, under item 1.12.

After this, at the Java Business Conference in New York on 7th December 1999, Sun has announced its
withdrawal of their proposal to formally standardize the Java ™2 platform. Based on the CC activity and on
request by the ECMA Management, Mr. Wheatley has started and is continuing to investigate how TC41 can
further proceed:

TC41 members have virtually unanimously expressed their disappointment about the recent decision by Sun.
Some Ordinary member companies want to proceed, preferably together with Sun, other members do not want to
proceed, and some other members have not yet responded.

Mr. Deese believes that the current PoW is 'out of the door' now. Mr. Wheatley responded that the Standard has
to be based upon Java 2 and does not see the need now already to change the current PoW.

The President recommends to follow the CC approach, and come back with a position at the next CC meeting,
early March 2000.

Mr. Wheatley agrees that it is not productive to try to anticipate what is going to happen.

Mrs. Higginbottom had the impression that a response was expected before a certain deadline (8th December
1999). HP would pursue cancelling TC41, or change its PoW. However, HP is not going to stand in the way of
Mr. Wheatley and his investigative work.


